Our letter to school board candidates about joint use of school and park property , and their responses (in order that we received them):

Subject: Election for Arlington School Board - Question for Candidates from Friends of Arlington Parks

 

Dear Arlington School Board Candidate: 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Friends of Arlington Parks, a non-partisan volunteer group of private citizens in Arlington County that for over 20 years has worked to preserve and enhance the Arlington public park system and to encourage usage by our residents of parks for passive and recreational purposes.

 

There are many examples of Arlington schools that take advantage of nearby parks to give students opportunities to study nature. Similarly, school grounds often include green space that could be enjoyed by the public while also providing teaching opportunities. 

 

We are aware of several Arlington schools containing sites that present wonderful opportunities for joint use for educational and community purposes. These sites include green space at Wilson School and Kenmore Middle School, and the wooded area at Wakefield High School.  

 

If you are elected to the School Board, would you support a joint effort by APS and the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources to identify sites at Arlington schools that are particularly suitable for joint use and to develop a program to enhance those sites and make them available for both educational and community use?

Response from Emma Violand-Sanchez

I would strongly support the joint effort by APS and the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources to identify sites for joint use and to develop ways they can be used by both the community and the schools.  I am a strong advocate of experiential learning, students need to have concrete experiences when learning new concepts especially in science including learning about our environment.   

Throughout my campaign, I have been focusing on three points:  educational excellence, a caring school community and schools as a community asset.  I have particularly emphasized the need for collaboration with others in our community.  The initiative you suggest could involve not only the schools and PRCR, but other organizations.   

I also believe strongly in the power of parents to make good things happen for their own children and those of others.  Parents have already been deeply involved in establishing nature study areas at several schools.  Such projects have the potential to involve parents who are newcomers to our community, as well as those already involved in PTAs.  

I look forward to the opportunity to work on the collaborative venture you suggest.   We can all work together to benefit children and our Arlington community.

I ask for your vote for Emma Violand Sanchez  on May 1st or May 3rd. 

Emma Violand-Sanchez

www.emmaforschoolboard.org
Response from James Lander
Thank you for your question and I am indeed working very diligently on our campaign efforts. With regards to your question, "yes" is my short answer! Throughout my campaign I've spoken about the "Stakeholders' Triangle", and included this concept from the very beginning on my website, www.jameslander.org, where you can learn more. The "Stakeholders" as I've defined them are the community, the school and the parents. I believe the school board has the critical responsibility to bring together and support the community, the schools and the parents. I welcome a productive partnership  between our community and schools.

 

Thank you again for your question and I welcome the opportunity to further discuss your concerns and my ideas with regard to our community and schools.

 

Warm Regards,

James S. Lander

Response Libby Garvey

Of course, as long as it does not take resources from the schools that are needed by our students.   
Response from Terron Sims
The quick answer to your question is yes. For years, I have volunteered at the Drew Community Center and fully understand and appreciate the need for a true partnership between APS and Parks and Rec. The two organizations, together, can further enhance the education of our children outside of the classroom through various activities. Currently, the APS and Parks and Rec do work together, but not as integrated as they should. We can do more to make classroom and green space available to our students for various activities that will enhance their growing into mature, productive members of our coomunity.

 


Terron Sims, II
Arlington County Democratic Candidate for School Board


Other candidates did not respond.

